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cleaner state. As a matter of fact, the collectors in Ceara
have gone into the case carefully, and find that the differ-
ence in the price which they can obtain for the purified
rubber does not pay them for the extra labour involved.
This, of course, does not answer the whole objection; it
remains to be seen whether the rubber cannot be prepared
in such a "roy that sand and bark are not allowed to get
intermixed with it. Until a new method of procedure is
evolved, the rnhber will continue to he shipped in an impure
state. Possibly this case has its parallels in West Ai'rica,
and before "\ve can. expect the rubbers in a cleaner condition
it will have to be shown that the necessary work will prove
remunerative to the exporters, including in this term the
collectors, burning to another matter, nothing seems to
have been advanced in recent years in support of the
idea that ruhber of an inferior quality would be found
equal to Para ruhber if its impurities, especially its resins,
were removed. The whole subject is a very intricate one,
and on. the present occasion it is sufficient to state that,
while some of the Landolphia rubbers when well prepared
are quite ecjual to second-grade Para sorts, yet, whether on
account of some chemical difference in the latex, or from
the methods adopted in collection and coagulation, the very
best rubber has not yet been obtained from other sources
than the Pa,ra rubber trees of South America. Some years
ago the author extracted the resins from a quantity of first
quality African ball rubber and had the latter made into
elastic thread under ordinary conditions. The product,
however, proved to be decidedly inferior to ordinary Para
thread in tensile strength. It is not contended that this
experiment proves more than that the removal of resins in